
Gospel Reading   -   Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Lk 17: 11 -19 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, 

he traveled through Samaria and Galilee. 

As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him. 

They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying, 

"Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!" 

And when he saw them, he said, 

"Go show yourselves to the priests." 

As they were going they were  

And one of them, realizing he had been  

returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; 

and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. 

He was a Samaritan. 
Jesus said in reply, 

"Ten were cleansed, were they not? 

Where are the other nine? 

Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" 

Then he said to him, "Stand up and go; 

your faith has  you." 
 

Reading this story:  

Doesn’t this bring about memories of the story of the Good Samaritan? 

 

The ten lepers had no hope but Christ. 

 Even their closest relatives dared not come near them. They were required 

to live in isolated colonies, and if they had to travel, the law obliged them to 

ring a bell wherever they went, shouting out, “Unclean! Unclean!” to warn 

people of their approach 

 (Which is why they addressed Christ from a distance). 

Showing oneself to the priest 

was a requirement of Old 

Testament law for anyone 

who claimed to have been 

cured from leprosy. This law 

had been instituted in order to 

insure a full cure.  

leprosy is highly contagious, 

and a miscalculation in an 

individual case could cause a 

severe outbreak among a whole 

village or city.  

The story of the grateful 
Samaritan 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1


 

To this day, leprosy is an incurable disease. 

 It can be controlled preventively, through proper hygiene, but it can’t be cured. (Leprosy is a 

bacterial infection that causes loss of sensation and eventual paralysis, along with the 

grotesque disintegration of a person’s extremities – fingers, facial features, etc.)  

The healing of the 10 lepers happened from a distance, like the healing of the 

Centurion servant. 

There is no stretching out of the hand, no healing touch, no word of power, no 

discussion about faith. Jesus simply orders the lepers to show themselves to the 

Priests. 

The dramatic emphasis of this story is not at all on the 

miracle, but on what follows:  

giving of thanks, and its lack.  

 

 

 



It’s good for us to identify ourselves very closely with this leper 

(Samaritan),  

because what Jesus did for him is a sign or foreshadowing of what he has done for each of us.   

• St. Paul says to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 6: 11) “That is what some of you used to be; but now 

you have had yourselves washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” 

• St. Peter states in (1 Peter 2:10) “Formerly you were a non-people; now you are the people 

of God. Formerly you were outside mercy. Now you have received mercy.” 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Priest and Levite who pass by on the other 

side represent religious people who somehow miss the point of their religion.   

In today’s story of the ten lepers, the nine who fail to give thanks seem no less 

shockingly neglectful. They also can represent all who receive the Lord’s mercy and love, 

yet somehow pass it all heedlessly and selfishly by.   

Questions to ask ourselves: 

• Who of us does not feel in some degree convicted by this warning?  

 

• Who among us has not at times been so caught up with his own concerns, his worries, problems  or 

pains, that he has somehow missed the point, and failed to remember, or even notice, the goodness, 

mercy and love of God, and the blessings lavished upon us in Jesus Christ our Lord?  

 

Ingratitude is a horrible thing. 
St. Paul tells us we should give thanks in all circumstances 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 

17Pray without ceasing. 

18In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

 

 

 



Christ distinguished the Samaritan experience 

from the other nine lepers. 

1. Cleansed (All received) 

2. Healed (All received) 

3. Saved (only the Samaritan received salvation) 
 

What happen to Christ’s face during the scourging 

and Crucifixion?  It became that of a leper 

Isaiah – prophecy of Jesus Passion 

so marred was his look beyond that of man, 

and his appearance beyond that of mortals (Isa 52:14) 

…One of those from whom men hide their faces, 

spurned, and we held him in no esteem (Isa 53:3). 
 

Jesus, who healed the skin deformations in ten lepers, looked 

terrible during his Passion from bleeding, scourges, and falling 

under the weight of the cross. Jesus who healed lepers now looked 

like a leper or worse than a leper. Jesus suffered all of that so that 

we could be healed of something much worse than a skin ailment, 

so that we could be healed of sin, so that we could be saved. That 

salvation flows to us from Jesus on the cross. The grace of all the 

sacraments flow to us from Jesus on the cross. 

 

All we need is faith, faith like the 

Samaritan leper to see and believe and 

fall prostrate at the feet of Jesus to 

receive his salvation. 



  


